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During this Paschal Season, the 
scripture passages at Mass are 
frequently from the writings of St. John 
the Evangelist.  In the Gospel of John, 
we find several passages in which Jesus 
identifies himself in various images.  
These images are quite striking and rich 
with meaning.  They were very familiar 
and helpful to 
the people of 
his time and 
can be very 
inspiring in our 
times as well.  
Jesus declares, 
“I am the Light 
of the World;” 
“I am the Good 
Shepherd;” “I 
am the Bread 
of Life;” and “I 
am the vine, 
and you are the 
branches.”  With 
this image of 
the vine and the 
branches, Christ 
encourages us 
to remain in Him as He remains in us.  
This passage also has a connection 
with the Vineyard of the Lord.  As we 
remain in Christ, we also become part 
of the vineyard or the Church on earth.
 
As we look forward to planting our 
gardens this spring, and attending to 
our established plantings and trees, 
we will note just how important it is 
that every branch and stem that is full 

The Vine and Branches
of promise, must remain fully united to 
the main stem or vine.  Only through 
this vital connection can the buds 
blossom and fruit and flowers be 
produced.  Each stem and branch, so 
full of promise, can only find fulfillment 
in remaining on the artery that provides 
life and nourishment.

 
And so it is, in 
our inner or 
spiritual life, as 
we remain in 
Christ we too 
can blossom 
with virtue and 
produce good 
works.  Each one 
of us, different 
as we are, make 
the garden of 
God rich with 
beauty.  When 
we receive and 
celebrate the 
s a c r a m e n t s 
with intentional 
faith and 

love, we deepen and strengthen our 
relationship with Christ.  We remain in 
Him and He in us, and the vineyard is 
vibrant.  We are alive in Christ for the 
glory of God.
 
It is the power and the dwelling of the 
Holy Spirit that can and will rejuvenate 
each of us.  Let us open our hearts to 
that wondrous grace and remain in His 
bountiful embrace.
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We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that. This enables us to do something, and 
to do it very well. It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way, an opportunity for the Lord’s 
grace to enter and do the rest.  - Oscar Romero

A Chat with Fr. Sal
BY: RITA SCOTT

Do you like to sing?  When I was young, my grandma would sing 
anywhere - especially in the kitchen. One of my favorite memories 
is singing with my grandma in the rain.  She would make it special 
by grabbing a big umbrella we had for the patio table and standing 
under it with me, and she would just be so joyful, and so I was joyful 
too. Singing became a huge part of my life early on. Later, I was 
encouraged to sing in the seminary- at Mass, at events, at prayer 
services. The nudging to get better kept on during my time at St. 
Hilary, and I realized that sometimes people see things in us that we 
don’t even see in ourselves. I was eventually encouraged to be a 
part of a CD called “Hope in the Night” which was released several 
years ago, and then, through the persistence of friends, family, and 
parishioners, I recently released my own CD called “Blessed Beyond 
Measure.” The CD is dedicated to a friend of mine who has been 
battling a rare form of liver cancer for several years, and the proceeds 
from the CD have gone to support the ministries of St. John of the 

Cross. I am truly excited to share the CD with the people of Holy Angels. I believe that music is a gift to be 
shared; that singing can heal the soul, bring hope to the despairing, light to darkness…a

Is there one teacher who inspired you?  I have been blessed to 
have so many grounded, compassionate people in my life. I can still 
remember the kindness shown to me by my first grade teacher, Ms. 
Strauss, who came to visit me at home when I had my tonsils out. 
There I was in pain, and my teacher - who I had a schoolboy crush 
on - was there to comfort me. I’ve never forgotten such a caring, 
unexpected act of kindness. I seem to have always been surrounded 
by loving teachers in the Mayfield school system. So, when it came 
time for me to be a chaplain, and sometimes teacher, at St. Vincent 
– St.Mary High School in Akron, in addition to my assignment at St. 
Hilary from 1999 to 2004, I had a great foundation to start from. Yes, 
I did teach the young LeBron James (religion, not basketball).  

Who is your favorite author? One of my favorite authors is Bishop 
Robert Barron. I love his books and his website, Word on Fire, because 
he manages to express Church teaching in a beautifully orthodox 
way while still being relatable and insightful in his language and 
message. He is honest about how hard it can sometimes be to do 
the work of the Church, and even to follow Church teaching…He 
reminds us that even the Apostles found it hard sometimes. I am 
also a huge fan of Matthew Kelly, Max Lucado, and Ronald Rolheiser, 
and I am always reading some work of fiction.
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What have been some of your greatest moments in ministry? Definitely 
the most memorable has been missionary work that I have done over 
the years in Nicaragua, Zimbabwe, Honduras, Reynosa, Mexico, and 
Red Lake, Minnesota. What draws me to this work is experiencing our 
Church in ways that challenge me and also to experience the Church in 
these various parts of our country and in our world. I have always felt that 
working with the poor is a profound encounter with Christ and one that 
I truly treasure. I am reminded of a time that a friend of mine had the 
blessing of meeting Mother Teresa. He said to her, “It is truly amazing how 
you bring Christ to the poor.” Mother Teresa’s response was incredible. 
She said to him, “I do not bring Christ to the poor; the poor bring Christ 
to me.” These words have stuck with me for a long time. Of course, great 

moments in ministry can happen anywhere when we are willing to be Christ for one another and to allow others to 
bring Christ to us. I so look forward to years of great moments in ministry here at Holy Angels.

Tell us about your family. My family is everything to me, and I am blessed to have my parents local in Medina; 
two sisters, one of whom, along with her husband, are parishioners here at Holy Angels, and another who lives 
in Virginia with her husband; 6 nieces and nephews; and 4 (soon to be 5!) great nieces and nephews. Since 
my great nieces and nephews live very close to Holy Angels, I am sure that you will see (and hear!) them soon. 
Listen for my great nephew, Vinnie, who is 5 and has 
been known to yell out, “Hi Uncle Sal” during Mass. 
It’s the best! 

What do you look forward to at Holy Angels? I feel 
like I am the most blessed man in the world; I feel 
truly blessed to be your pastor and to serve Christ 
alongside you in the years to come. My hope is to 
be the pastor that God created me to be, certainly 
not the perfect pastor, but a pastor who strives, each 
day, to be the face of Christ to you. I look forward to 
celebrating liturgy with you, to working with you in 
many ministries, to being there for you as you allow 
me to be. I have prayed FOR you for so long, and I 
look forward to now praying WITH you!

Do you have any final thoughts for the parishioners of 
Holy Angels?  In closing, I would like to share with you 
a prayer that I pray before each Mass, and a prayer 
that will be hanging in the sacristy at Holy Angels. It is 
a prayer that hangs in every sacristy of every church 
and institution where St. Teresa of Calcutta’s order 
(The Missionaries of Charity) serve. I ask that you pray 
this prayer for me before each Mass as well:

“Priest of Jesus Christ, celebrate this Holy Mass as if it 
were your first Mass, your last Mass, your only Mass.” 

May God bless all of you. May God bless the Church 
of the Holy Angels.

-Fr. Sal

Congratulations 
to our newly 

Confirmed members 
of the Church!

Photograph courtesy of Kim Slezak

Bishop Perez
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COMING SOON

“Making a difference,” a seemingly 
simple phrase, raises questions that can 
perplex us, perhaps even vex us into 
inaction. Who among the great many 
in need shall I help, and which of their 
vast needs do I respond to? How do I 
effectively nurture and share abundant 
blessings with the underprivileged 
around the globe? How can I be a 
ladder of hope to a child’s better future 
or a bridge to a senior citizen’s aging 
with comfort and dignity?

Individuals and families often find it 
helpful to look first to their church to 
fulfill their desire to make a difference. 
During Holy Angels’ weekend Masses 
on August 11 and 12, we will learn 
more about “Unbound,” which was 
founded in 1981 as the Christian 
Foundation for Children and Aging. 
Today, Unbound is internationally 
acclaimed and an individualized 
source of hope for 300,000 children 
and elderly (800,000 individuals since 
its inception). Unbound connects those 
in need with people like us who want to 
help make a difference. 

Father Bob Bonnot, who is visiting on 
behalf of Unbound, will graciously 
make us aware of one way parishioners 
can form a bond of hope with 
individuals who are struggling to 
rise out of desperation. After retiring 
from the Youngstown Diocese, Father 
Bonnot traveled to El Salvador to 
become more familiar with the impact 
of the Unbound program. During 
his weekend parish visits, he shares 
his insight about the positive effect 
Unbound sponsors have on the daily 
lives of their sons and daughters. There 
are no collections during Masses or 
envelopes distributed.

Unbound from Struggle through a Bond of Hope
BY: LORI SCHEERINGA

One Holy Angels family who has supported Unbound for many years 
is the Yates family: Deacon Stephen and wife Adrienne, who have 
relocated to North Carolina; their son Alex (our Director of Youth and 
Young Adult Ministries); and daughters Megan and Colleen. Having 92 
percent of their monthly contribution go directly to the needs of their 
adopted sons and daughters, along with Unbound’s strong Catholic 
connection initially resonated with the Yates. The loving relationships 
they built over time, however, were the most sought after prizes. “We 
have always felt connected to global humanity,” Adrienne explained, 
“and have tried to engender an understanding of wider familial ties in 
our children and now grandchildren.” 

The letters and photos that the Yates family received from their adopted 
kin were often posted in their home, and they took a personal interest 
in current and cultural events, religious festivals, and personal triumphs 
like being the first in a family of indentured laborers in India to go 
to college. Through Unbound, the Yates family could offer additional 
support to aid in natural disaster recovery efforts benefitting their 
child. 

Of equal importance, Unbound offers hope and dignity to elderly 
individuals living out the final chapters of their lives. In many of the 
countries where Unbound serves, there are no social safety nets for the 
elderly, who obtain hunger and medical relief through adoption by an 
Unbound sponsor. An added blessing is fellowship in a community 
of faith and hope, and a connection to a caring contributor that truly 
unbinds them from their desperate quest to fulfill their humble needs.
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Monica Zelis always knew she 
wanted to get involved in a ministry 
at Holy Angels, but she wasn’t 
sure when or how. She attended 
a parish volunteer information 
session and started to give it more 
thought. During a conversation 
with Sister Susan, she mentioned 
her professional background of 
working with private clubs, and 
she felt as though joining the 
Welcoming Committee might be a 
good fit. 

Shortly after joining the committee, 
Monica and Donna Sadd, her 
current co-chair, felt it was best to 
form a Welcome Team. “The first 
members of the team were my 
neighbors, [and] I promised [that 
the ministry would] only [require] 
a small commitment of their 
time,” said Monica. She prepared 
a folder for each team member 
that contained all of the important 
information they might need. 

“Working with Donna has gone 
very well because we are like-
minded and firmly rooted in Holy 
Angels, and both [of us] will work 
to ensure that our welcome efforts 
happen [in a] timely [manner],” 
Monica said. They each spend time 
overseeing the operation of the 
Welcome Table, which is set up in 
the Gathering Area after each Mass 
on Donut Sunday weekends. 

MINISTRY

A Welcome 
   from the Welcoming Team

BY: CARLA MURPHY

Every month, Monica receives a list 
of newly registered parishioners 
from Administrative Assistant, 
Cathy Lamanna. Some of the new 
parishioners have been attending 
Mass here at Holy Angels for several 
years, while others are in fact new 
to Holy Angels. With guidance from 
Aimee Wasinski, Monica and Donna 
prepare a gift bag for each new 
parishioner that contains current 
parish information as well as a save-
the-date calendar describing select 
parish happenings.

Each new parishioner or family 
is then contacted by phone and 
mailed a welcome letter, inviting 
them to stop by the Welcome 
Table to pick up their gift bags. 
“Interestingly, the purpose of the 
table remains the same, but it has 
proven to be a Welcome Table for 
prospective new parishioners as 
well,” Monica said. “More often than 
not during a phone conversation 
I hear that [new members] have 
‘shopped around’ for a parish 
before registering here,” and those 
“shoppers” are always welcomed by 
Team Members who are ready and 
prepared to direct any questions to 
the appropriate contact.

The Welcome Team is looking to 
expand its reach within the parish. 
For the past two years, the team has 
worked collaboratively on the Parish 

Picnic by distributing nametags to 
all guests. The team is also looking 
to “welcome” more parishioners to 
their ministry.  Ideally, each team 
member would provide that “small 
commitment of time” to contact 
a new parishioner and to offer to 
personally meet with them after a 
Mass. “Meeting after a Mass would 
be a new addition to the existing 
program and could be received 
as mini-mentoring. Sometimes it is 
easier for a new parishioner to ask 
a question of a fellow parishioner 
than of staff,” said Monica. 

If you are interested in learning 
more about the Welcome Team, 
please visit them at the Welcome 
Table after Mass on the next Donut 
Sunday.

Monica Zelis of the Welcoming Team



PAGE 6        HOLY ANGELS HERALD    |    SUMMER 2018

FAMILY AND FAITH

Looking for ways to grow with your family in faith this summer? Whether you have an extra half hour, a 
couple of hours, or a full week for quality family time, check out some of these family-friendly faith boosters:

Summer Faith & Fun
for the Family

By: JOANNE ENGLAND

1. Weekday Mass- If you have older children, attend 
a 30-minute weekday Mass with them. According to 
New York Times best-selling author, Matthew Kelly, 
in his book Resisting Happiness, “there is something 
about the intimacy of those daily Masses that creates 
a different experience [from Sunday Mass]. I fell in love 
with the Mass during weekday Masses, because it was 
there…that I really started to understand it.” He reflects 
on how the quiet, small gathering of churchgoers and 
the literally one-minute homilies are “always spot-on” 
and “give you just enough to chew on.” 

Holy Angels weekday Masses:
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at 9:00 a.m.

Tuesdays and Thursdays at 8:00 a.m.

*If early mornings don’t work for your schedule, check 
out the evening Mass schedules at nearby parishes.

2.  Vacation Bible Camp- Each year, Holy Angels and 
surrounding churches offer themed Vacation Bible 
Camps during different weeks throughout the summer, 
offering families the opportunity to register for a camp 
that fits their summer vacation schedules. Sign up your 
child (age 4-5th grade) for a week of hands-on learning, 
crafting, singing, dancing, and sharing. Parents and 
older children (grades 6 and up) can also volunteer 
during this week-long camp.

3. Catholic Family Land- Looking for a get-away this 
summer or next? Check out all that Catholic Family Land 
has to offer. The Apostolate for Family Consecration 
organizes Holy Family Fests, week-long stays in your 
choice of a tent, RV, or one of 72 cedar cabins. Each 
stay features opportunities for daily Mass; speakers; 
outdoor activities including volleyball, basketball, 
hiking, swimming, disc golf, horseback riding; separate, 
age-appropriate faith formation programs; Eucharistic 
adoration; confession; family rosary; and constant 
access to multiple chapels across the property. 

Catholic Family Land
3375 County Rd. 36

Bloomingdale, OH  43910

4. The Fest-   Every August, The Fest, a FREE family 
music festival, pairs faith and fun on the grounds of 
Borromeo Seminary. On August 5, this year’s theme 
is “Be the Light,” featuring musical artists TobyMac, 
Big Daddy Weave, Mandisa, and We Are Messengers. 
Live music, food vendors, bounce houses, confession, 
outdoor Mass, and fireworks are just a few of the 
highlights of this summer day/night out. Volunteers are 
always greatly appreciated for this event.  Visit www.
thefest.us to volunteer

Borromeo Seminary
28700 Euclid Ave.

Wickliffe, OH 44092
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EDGE is the middle school faith formation program for 
grades 6-8. Each year, the EDGE program chooses a 
service project, and the students devote their energy, 
enthusiasm, and faith to serving the less fortunate in our 
community. This year, the students worked with Believe 
in Dreams, a local, non-profit organization that fulfills 
dreams for deserving children who are economically 
disadvantaged and have suffered a non-medical 
hardship or trauma. We were blessed to have the 
assistance of EDGE Core Team leader, Katie Eichenauer, 
who is also the director of Believe in Dreams.

Believe in Dreams rewards children who are nominated 
by a non-relative service provider such as a teacher, 
counselor, coach, or mentor. The nominees must 
possess both positive character traits and the motivation 
to overcome the hardships that they have endured. 
Upon nomination, the children are able to list activities, 
toys, or experiences that would make their dreams come 
true. For example, one little boy asked to go to the zoo 
because he had never been there. The EDGE students 
were shocked. Who has never been to the zoo? It was 
surely an eye- opening experience, and when they were 
asked to help make the dreams of two young applicants 
come true, the compassion Jesus has taught all of us 
beamed from all of these wonderful middle school 
students; they were committed to do whatever it took. 

As part of our regular EDGE sessions, the students 
researched all aspects of this project, including 
budgeting, fundraising, shopping, transportation, and 
mapping out of the venues closest to our nominees’ 
homes where their dreams could come true. 

Students Believe in Dreams!

A portion of our fundraising was done in cooperation 
with Waterway Car Wash where the students raised 
$1,800, but that was not enough for them. A group 
of EDGE students put together a bake sale; baked 
together in groups; and then sold the items after 
two Masses during Donut Sunday. As Director of the 
EDGE program, I can honestly say that I had nothing to 
do with the baking or sales. These amazing students 
packaged and priced bakery; explained the service 
project to parishioners; and went table-to-table 
introducing themselves and inviting parishioners 
to the bakery tables. I stood back, watching with 
complete pride and awe, as these amazing middle 
school students made over $500 to add to our car 
wash profit. More than that, they introduced the 
EDGE program to so many parishioners who never 
knew it existed. 

Our Holy Angels EDGE students followed in the 
footsteps of Jesus during this service project. Just 
as Jesus taught, “It is more blessed to give than 
to receive,” these students’ compassion, love, 
unselfishness, and faith provided two children with a 
little joy and happiness that will go a long way and 
affect their lives forever.

For more information on Believe in Dreams, visit www.
believe-in-dreams.com.

By: RALEIGH CORTO



Church of the Holy Angels
18205 Chillicothe Road • Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023

Address Service Requested

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Chagrin Falls

Ohio
Permit No. 167


