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The Hungry Catholic 
Where to Eat and Play Now 

 
Daughters of St Paul 11th Annual 

Christmas Concert 7:30pm, Dec 2nd 

Cathedral of St. John 

SaintJohnCatherdral.com/concerts 

 

Silver Bells Holiday Craft Boutique 

Kenston High School 9am, Dec 7th 

Facebook.com/SilverBellsHolidayBoutique 
Bishop Perez at The First Friday Club 

Marriott at Key Ctr 11:30am, Jan 9th  

DioceseOfCleveland.org/Events 

 

To see all of December, visit 

DioceseOfCleveland.org/ 

ThingsToDo 

 

 

           From Fr. Max 
 

 

On an interview I was asked what motivates me, what gets 

me up in the morning.  My response was this, “God 

motivates me.  I get up to see where he will meet me and 

inspire the rest of my day.  Most days, I get going because I 

can’t wait to see him.” 

Indeed, we are moving into a new liturgical year and that 

wonderful time where the calendars fill up with lots of 

joyful blessings – special family dinners, time made for 

friends, and here at Holy Angels, beautiful and generous 

expressions of care and service for our community. 

Our parish traditions are already smiling – the Children’s 

Choir is practicing sweetly, the Giving Trees are being 

prepared, and warm prayers are being shared. 

You will be met by God throughout this joyful newsletter, 

and I personally invite you to spend a little extra time with 

us this season. 

God Bless,  

Fr. Max 
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A Jew and a Priest Walk into a Seminar 

Dr. Albert Einstein created the scientific field 

of Quantum Physics.  This work included 

break through ideas: matter is made up of 

atoms; all energy is connected; and that 

energy cannot be destroyed.  He also wrote 

proofs for 10 dimensions.  The first four 

dimensions are affectionately named the 

space-time continuum, or commonly, the 

known universe.  We know that the universe 

is expanding. 

The next dimensions include String Theory, 

Brane Theory, and different laws of physics. 

Fr. Georges LeMaitre studied Dr. Einstein’s 

work and wrote the corollary of the Primeval 

Atom.  He reasoned that since the universe is 

expanding, it was smaller in the past.  And 

even smaller in the long past, to the point 

where the entire known universe must have 

been a single one of Dr. Einstein’s atoms.  

This was the first atom, the Primeval Atom.   

Fr. LeMaitre reasoned that the first atom in 

this universe had to be made by an energy 

that was not bound by the constraints of the 

universe.  He called this creator, God.  At a 

Caltech seminar in 1932, Dr. Einstein said of 

the Primeval Atom, “This is the most 

beautiful and satisfying explanation of 

creation that I have ever heard.” 

Today, the Primeval Atom is known as “The 

Big Bang Theory”.  Science, it seems, is 

catching up to religion. 

Based on the article: “Einstein and Lemaître: two 

friends, two cosmologies…” by Dominique Lambert, 

Académie Royale de Belgique (Classe des Sciences), 

Université de Namur   

Thanksgiving: more than turkey legs 
By: Kathi Grandillo 

 

Thanksgiving Day - family, turkey, stuffing, mashed 

potatoes, pumpkin pie, football, etc.  I’m sure these 

are some of the first things that come to mind when 

you hear the words “Thanksgiving Day.”  But have 

you ever really thought about the origin of 

Thanksgiving?   

When I was asked if I would write an article about 

that subject, my mind immediately went to the 

Pilgrims and Indians at Plymouth in 1621, the story 

we all heard and learned growing up, but I knew 

there had to be more to it than that, so I decided to 

take a look at Google.  I was amazed to find that 

“thanks giving” has been celebrated by many 

different cultures and religions, even before 

President Abraham Lincoln made it an official holiday 

for the United States on November 26, 1863.   

But the one common fact that I found through pages 

and pages of information was giving thanks to the 

Lord, our God, for the harvest, for safe travels, for 

rains that brought more crops sometimes following 

times of famine and drought, times of war and 

peace, good health and sickness.   

As I read the many articles and stories, I realized that 

Thanksgiving is something that can be celebrated 

every day in all of our lives - for no matter what trials 

and tribulations we may encounter, God is always 

there for us and will provide.   

So as we celebrate Thanksgiving, and prepare for the 

birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord, I ask each of you to 

spend some time each day giving thanks to God for 

all our blessings. 

                     Thanksgiving Day Mass 

                  9 am Thursday, Nov 28th 

                                    Worship Space 
 

 

 



 

Mrs. Brennan Asks 
By: Kim Brennan 
 

I met with members of various ages here in our Holy Angels community and asked them:  

“What do you like about the ministries you’re involved in at Holy Angels?” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Ava - 14 yrs old - Choir, Hay 

Group  

I like singing in Choir because 

everyone is so welcoming. I 

never feel left out and its 

rewarding to hear the beautiful 

music we make every week. 

HAYGroup is so fun!!! I look 

forward to learning with new 

friends and participating in 

activities like slip-and-slide 

kickball!! 

 

Janie Reinert - VBC, Choir and 

Holy Angels Prayer Chain  

These three ministries fill my 

hungry heart through their 

joyfulness, inter-generational 

interaction and by sharing 

their prayerfulness in our 

church family. 

 

Paul Bachman - Catechist 

 Being able to share my own 

faith journey and experiences is 

not only rewarding for me, but 

even more so is listening to the 

kids share their experiences.   

In the past, having my wife and 

daughters share in this 

responsibility has been another 

real gift.  Working as a family 

and being entrusted with 

teaching the children their 

Catholic faith is truly an honor 

and privilege.  

Having young adults come back 

to you and tell you how they 

remembered when you taught 

them back when they were in 

2nd or 3rd grade reinforces the 

impact you have on their faith 

development. 

 
Patsy - 12 yrs old - Choir 

I like being part of the choir 

community. I also like being 

able to share about God and 

our Catholic faith with the kids 

in Family First. 

 

 

Nanette Shirdon - Catechist 
 

I believe it is a toss up of who 

enjoys class the most...the 

children or me. Both of us 

learn from one another! 

 

 

Len Scarl - Usher 

I enjoy being an usher most of all 

because I get to meet and greet 

folks coming in to Mass with a 

friendly hello and smile. It’s nice 

to be able to spread Holy Angel’s 

spirit of community to those I 

encounter. Also, it gives me a 

good feeling to be able to tend 

to those in need when 

necessary. 

 

ALL GAIN - NO SHAME 

CONFESSIONS 

      SATURDAYS 3 – 4:30 PM 
 

LET IT GO 

Ray Janda – Choir 
 

I found that music was an 

excellent and enjoyable way 

for me to participate in the 

Mass. 
 

 

 

 

Did you know… 
 

There are dozens and dozens of ministries at Holy Angels – all the 

ones above, and fish fry cook, altar decorating, office angels, 

bereavement, garden angels, and many more.  See Parish Groups at 

www.HolyAngelsChurch.com/stewardship.  

 

 

Rich Stepnowski 
 

I’m grateful for the TMIY team 
that helps make each 
Wednesday morning happen and 
all those who are becoming men 
after God’s own heart. 
 

It’s humbling that every 

Wednesday morning we have an 

incredible number of men arrive 

at 6 am at Holy Angels to grow in 

their faith and become better 

husbands, fathers, sons and 

leaders in our community.” 

 



 

Stephen Pirosko, husband of Diane 

Peter Quercioli, husband of Judy 

John Bendokaitis, husband of Joan 

Barbara Zakrajsek, wife of Andy & mother of Jason 

Jean Coates, mother of David & Kevin 

Anita Hajdu, wife of Mark 

Audrey & Mark Carroll, parents of Mark 

Michael Velotta, husband of Sue 

William Schuchart, husband of Marilyn 

Emily Upton, daughter of Mary Faith 

Jeannie Cutshaw, mother of Bridget Popovich 

Bertha Colnar, wife of Guilbert 

Denise Cox, wife of Jeff 

Thomas Colucci, husband of Diane 

Ann Lenore Grasnik, wife of Ed 

Mary Owens, daughter of Mary Jo & Frank 

Helen McKinley, mother of Dan 

James Guarnieri, brother of Rhonda Link 

Jean Montville, mother of John 

Virginia Caitlin, mother of Don 

James Zelch, father of Mark 

John Sagal, father of Jim 

 

Eternal Life List 
Loved Ones Buried from Holy Angels  

between November 2018 and November 2019 
Prepared by: Sr. Susan Javorek 
 

 

Jo Lindberg, sister of Cheryl Warmuth 

Dana Maselli, husband of Joannie 

Patrick Malloy, father of Sue Ann Zak 

Laverne Walker, mother of Bob 

Betty Zmich, mother of Donna Auber & Paul 

Donald Gruly, husband of Chris 

Timothy Barrett, husband of Maureen 

Dorothy Bodnar, mother of Sharon Teaford 

Irene Boda, mother of Laurie Miller 

Michael Gerome, husband of Kathy 

Joseph Donnelly, husband of Catherine 

Ruth Stevens, mother of Violet Spagnola 

Franklin Azzarello, husband of Patricia & father of Frank 

Lou Dobos, companion of Bev Fabo & brother of Alan 

Lawrence Desotell, husband of Susan Hinkle 

James Pertz, father of Cindy Richards & Renee Keglovic 

Mary Mason, mother of Maureen Mason & Monica Dublo 

Donald Winovich, husband of Helen & father of Brian 

Glen Walters, husband of Julia, father of Greg & Kristin 

Jan Phillips, daughter of Emma Corrado & sister of Debbie DiBlasi 

Joanne & Michael Cardaman, parents of Michael, William & Donna Baker 

Josephine Cardellini, sister of Virginia Berardinelli 

Hal Sheehan, husband of Judy, father of Patrick, Maureen Brichmann & Susan Cannavino 

Eugene Blaschak, father of Shelly & sister of Dorothy Blaschak McConnoughy 

 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord, and may perpetual light shine upon them. 

 



 

Family First News 
Prepared by Julie Karpowicz 

 

Wow!  We started our whole family program with a bang and then got louder.  

In September we learned all about prayer and Deacon Vince showed us how to 

wake up each morning saying, “Wow God!”  
 

Together we visited the historic Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus in Slavic Village, 

as well as the world’s tallest Our Lady of Guadalupe statue in Ashtabula county!  

Our Trunk or Treat and family wreath making family activities ushered in the 

beautiful holiday season.   
 

“My kid loves coming to class!” – Parent of a 5th grader 
 

 
How does Moses start his morning?  Hebrews a pot of coffee! 

 

 

 
 

What animal could Noah not trust:  the cheetah               

What did zero say to eight?  Nice belt 

What Christmas carol is sung in the desert?  O Camel Ye Faithful!      

Who is the smallest person in the Bible?  Knee high miah 

What do you call a sheep covered in chocolate?  A candy baa  

Why didn’t Noah go fishing?  Because he only had 2 worms. 

 

You’re Invited 
 

Become a Man after  

God’s Own Heart 

 

That man is you 
WEDNESDAY MORNINGS 

6:00 am Breakfast 

6:30 am Presentation 

7:00 am – Small Group Discussion 

7:30 am Conclusion 

 

Info: Rich Stepnowski 

AStepnowski@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hey kids! 

Tell your Dad 

 

 



 

See the Humor 

How to talk politics with people who disagree 

By: Rita Scott  
 

A long time before Steven Covey wrote about it, St. Francis prayed, “O Lord, grant that I may not seek so 

much to be understood as to understand”. 

Surely he was thinking of my family Thanksgiving dinner, where my two brothers-in-law are on opposite 

sides of, well, everything. 

As much as I would like to sit back and watch the show, I’m reminded – again by St. Francis – to be a 

peacekeeper.  Loud debates also bother my sweet mother, providing more motivation to intervene. 

The bottom line is that they both are well intended people.  The problem is that the road to you-know-

where is paved with good intentions.  

And so, we have to go back to the root, because that is where they agree, and before things go askew.  

Here’s an example: 

Jerry: You’re just a hater if you want to build a wall.  Ethan: You’re a fool if you think your family is safe. 

Jerry: A woman should control her body.  Ethan: You’re creating a bigger problem of lifelong pain. 

Jerry: You’re cold and heartless to the homeless.  Ethan: You’re naïve to think money solves this crisis. 

Peacekeeper: It’s a complex issue, and I see many sides.  It 

sounds like you both care about people, and want everyone 

to have a great life.  You both want the same thing, you just 

disagree on how to get there. (Every issue boils down to 

this!) 

One of the great beauties of our faith is that it holds up 

over time, on all issues, no exceptions.  Really.  Our faith 

keeps us from meaning well, but going the wrong way to 

try to get there. In essence, every sin is a lie – we think it 

will make us happy, but it doesn’t end up that way.  

Following God’s will is what brings true happiness. 

So before the gravy flies, the name calling starts, and the separation deepens, we can gently speak up, 

look people in the eye, and try to understand them.  It may just make Christmas dinner something to 

look forward to again. 

 

You both want the same thing… 

 

 



 

 

The Two Percent Solution 
Homily by Fr. George Smiga 
Based on Luke 17:5-10  
 
 
 

The apostles in today’s gospel are worried 
about their faith. Perhaps they are beginning to 
realize that when they arrive in Jerusalem, 
events will lead to the cross. Maybe it is 
beginning to dawn on them, how much strength 
they will need if they are to proclaim the gospel 
to the ends of the earth. Whatever the reason, 
they are feeling short on faith. So they say to 
the Lord, “Increase our faith.” They are not 
confident that the faith they have is enough. 
The apostles’ fear is ours as 
well. When we look forward to 
the challenges we will have to 
face, the problems that lie on 
the horizon, how can we be 
sure that our faith will be strong 
enough to get us through? 

One of the blessings of being a 
priest is that you are able to walk with people 
through crisis situations. One of the most tragic 
situations that I’ve ever faced concerned a 
woman from my former parish of St. Noel. We 
will call her Sharon. Sharon was 30 years old, 
married with two small children, 3 and 6 years 
old. She was diagnosed with an aggressive and 
deadly form of cancer.  

For ten months, I visited Sharon as she faced 
one invasive procedure after another, as her 
pain increased, and as she in time resigned 
herself to her upcoming death. In every one of 
those meetings, I was impressed by the 
strength of her faith. She would often say, “I 
know that Jesus is with me, and I’m sure he will 
never let me go.” When I spoke to Sharon for 
the last time, a few days before her death, I 
shared with her what a deep impression her 
faith had made on me. In all honesty, I said, 
“Sharon, if I had to face what you have faced, I 
am not sure I would have had enough faith to 

deal with it.” She smiled at me and said, “When 
I was first diagnosed, I panicked. I said to 
myself, ‘I will never be strong enough to deal 
with this.’ But, Father, here is what I have 
learned. If you can pull together even two 
percent of the faith you need, God will provide 
the rest.” 

I think Jesus would agree with Sharon’s 
statement.  Because in today’s gospel, he tells 

the disciples that their faith 
need only be as big as a 
mustard seed, only a little bit of 
faith. That will be sufficient. 
That makes today’s gospel one 
of confidence and hope. If you 
are facing a crisis in your family, 
for which you can see no 
solution—a marriage coming 

apart at the seams, a child or a grandchild who 
has lost their way—Jesus asks us to pull 
together just a little faith.  

That will make a difference. If you are bereft by 
the loss of someone you loved in life and can 
see no future ahead of you, if you look into the 
future and realize that if you live into your 90’s 
your health is going to fail, your strength will be 
reduced, and you will be dependent on others, 
Jesus says, “Gather together whatever faith you 
can find, and give it to me. We will face the 
future together.” 

Sometimes we think that our faith has to be like 
that of Mary and the angels in heaven in order 
to cope with life. Jesus tells us today that it 
does not. Our faith need only be as big as a 
mustard seed. That will be enough, because 
God will make up the difference. 

 

See more at 
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Christmas Mass Schedule 
 

Christmas Eve, Tuesday, December 24th 
4 pm Mass (Worship Space and  

Community Rm) 

6:30 pm Mass 

Midnight Mass 
 

Christmas Day, Wednesday, December 25th 
10 AM Mass 

12 Noon Mass 
 

Tuesday, December 31st 
5PM Vigil Mass 

 

Wednesday, January 1st 
Mary, Mother of God/New Year’s Day 

10 AM Mass 
 

Special need or question?  We’d love to help! 

Call or email Cathy 440-708-0000 or 

Cathy@HolyAngelsChurch.com 

 

In 2020 Holy Angels Church 

Celebrates its 
 

25th Anniversary 
 

Look for special events throughout 

the year and our 
 

Parish Census and Survey 
 

 

 

More information to follow in the next 

Herald Newsletter in spring 
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