
 

 

~  Mass Schedule  ~ 
Saturday: 5 pm 

Sunday: 8 am, 10 am, Noon 
Mon, Wed, Fri 9 AM 

Tuesday, Thursday 7 AM   .    
 

 

See back cover for Easter Mass Schedule. 

 

The Herald is a publication of 

  Church of the Holy Angels 440-708-0000    

Office@HolyAngelsChurch.com    

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

           From Fr. Max 
 

When we prepare for things, we enjoy them so much more.  Some 

of our students were thrilled when the sequel to Frozen, a popular 

animated movie, was announced a few months before they could 

even see it.  They had time to prepare for it – inviting friends to 

see it with them; playing their favorite songs from the movie; and 

making plans to eat afterwards.    

Imagine how different it would be without the preparation – they 

would get much less out of seeing it. 

Lent is the time of preparation for Easter – our most profound 

celebration of the Resurrection.   It is a powerful time of 

community, joining so many people together to experience our 

ancient and beautiful traditions of fasting, praying, and almsgiving.    

Perhaps you will start a beloved family tradition this year?  In my 

family, my father would take time to make suits for my three 

brothers and me – one year it even snowed on Easter, and I got to 

wear a fedora hat to go with my suit!  I think of my Dad’s loving 

gift from the heart and am reminded that God loved us so much 

that he sent his son for our salvation. 

Please plan on joining me and the whole community throughout 

Lent for beautiful ways of preparation. 

ANNOUNCING our Parish Survey and Census! 

As we enter into the 25th Anniversary year of Holy Angels parish, I 

warmly invite you to share your ideas with me and Pastoral 

Council by using the survey on page 7, or by going online to our 

website.  Results will be shared with the parish this Spring.  Hurry 

– the survey closes March 31, 2020. 

God Bless,  
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Is Everything Really a Blessing? 
A reflection on Luke 15: 1-32 
By: Fr. George Smiga 
 
God is doing whatever it takes to bring us home. God is even willing 
to use the tragedies and mistakes of our lives, to bless us and to 
lead us to growth.  
 

There’s an African story about a local tribal king who had a very 
good friend from boyhood. The two would regularly go out hunting 
together. The king’s friend was resolute in his conviction that no 
matter what happened, good things would come from it. Despite 
many doubts to the contrary, he continued to believe that all things 
worked for the good.  
 

One day when the king and his friend were out hunting, the king’s 
gun jammed and it blew off his thumb. It was a terrible tragedy. 
The king was deeply shaken. But his friend in typical style said, 
“Don’t worry, good will come from this.” Now this so angered the 
king that, in a rage, he sent his friend to prison. A couple months 
later the king was out hunting again in some rather dangerous 
territory. He was seized by a group of cannibals who tied him and 
prepared to eat him. But just before they began, they noticed that 
his thumb was missing. Being superstitious, they believed that they 
should never eat anyone who was less than whole. So they untied 
the king and set him free. 
 

Realizing what had happened, the king repented that he had 
treated his friend so poorly. The loss of his thumb had indeed saved 
his life.  “You were right,” he said, “I should never have put you into 

prison - that was a terrible and unjust 
decision.” The friend, in typical 
fashion, said, “Yes it was, but 
good came from it.”  
 

“Good?” the king said, “what 
possible good could come 
from my decision to put my 

friend in prison?” “Well,” said 
the friend, “had you not put me in 

prison, I would have been out hunting with you and the cannibals 
would have eaten me!” 
 

Even our greatest disappointments can lead to blessings. Even our 

most foolish decisions can lead to growth. This is what we, as 

Christians, believe. We do not believe that is the way the world is. 

We believe that is the way God is. God is doing whatever it takes to 

bring us home. 
 
 

 

Good to Know… 

St. Michael the Archangel is 

mentioned twice in the Book of 

Daniel, first for helping Daniel, and 

then regarding the end times of 

the world, where he will stand “for 

the children of thy people”. 

 

The word “angel” comes from the 

Greek word “aggelos”, which 

means messenger. 

The Bible and Church recognize 7 

archangels, but only three are 

known by name. 

                    

                      

St. Raphael’s name means “God 

heals”. The meaning of his name 

reflects the fact that he touched 

Tobit’s eyes to heal his blindness. 

In the Book of Luke, St. Gabriel 

comes to Mary and says, “Hail, 

favored one!  The Lord is with 

you.” 

 

“The existence of spiritual, non-

corporal beings that Sacred 

Scripture usually calls ‘angels’  

is a truth of faith”. 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, 

Article 328. 

 

Prayer to Our Guardian Angel 

Angel of God, my guardian dear, to 

whom God’s love commits me 

here. Ever this day be at my side, 

to light, to guard, to rule, and 

guide.  Amen! 

See more at 
BuildingOnTheWord.org 

Short Videos 

Bible Study 

Living With Christ 

 



 

 

Sharing a Lenten Family Tradition: Seven Churches Pilgrimage 
By: Patsy Brennan and family 

 
Each year, on Holy Thursday, our family makes a pilgrimage and attempts to visit seven churches, as a 

way to enter into the Triduum and revisit the events leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

The history of the Seven Churches Pilgrimage dates back nearly 500 years, crediting its origins to Saint 

Philip Neri (1515- 1595), where he led the church faithful to visit the seven basilicas in Rome on Holy 

Thursday.  

The pilgrimage begins after the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. The Eucharist is removed 

from the tabernacle and carried, in procession, to an ‘altar of repose’ within the church.  We, the 

faithful, are invited to process and then keep watch in quiet prayer and adoration, just as our Lord 

requested of his disciples, in the Garden of Gethsemane.   

The tradition invites us to visit the altar of repose and meditate on the seven stations Christ suffered 

between the Last Supper and His crucifixion. The Seven Stations are: Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane 

(Luke 22:39-46); Jesus bound and taken before Annas (John 18:19-22); Jesus taken to the high priest 

Caiaphas (Matthew 26:63-65); Jesus taken before Pilate (John 18:35-37); Jesus taken before Herod (Luke 

23:8-9); Jesus taken before Pilate again (Matthew 27:22-26); and lastly, Jesus given the Crown of Thorns 

and led to Crucifixion (Matthew 27:27-31). We began our Seven Churches tradition several years ago in 

an urban setting with churches close together. Now we try visit seven local churches in the areas 

surrounding Holy Angels. Both are blessed experiences which just require a bit of planning e.g. making 

sure the churches are open and mapping out the route.  

We start our pilgrimage at Holy Angels, then travel to predetermined local 

churches, and pray at each altar of repose for a brief period before travelling 

to the next church.   

It’s not necessary to visit seven different churches to 

complete the pilgrimage. Visiting 2-3 churches and praying a couple of the 

stations at each church or staying at one church and meditating on all seven 

stations are good options. 

Some years we have invited other families to make this pilgrimage with us, and 

other years we have enjoyed this tradition with our immediate family.  Either way, we end the night by 

going out for late night ice cream as an incentive and celebration of completing the pilgrimage.  

The Seven Churches Pilgrimage is one of the treasures of our church that can also become a memorable 

family tradition! 

Food (ice cream), Family, Fun (visiting different churches and kids get to stay up late!), Faith (Seven 

Stations of Jesus/prayer/scripture), Fellowship (with other families). 

 

 

 

Pope Francis washed the 

feet of 12 prisoners last 

year after the homily at 

Holy Thursday Mass. 

The tradition of the fish 

fry originated in the 

Midwest, with German 

Americans in the 1920s. 

Mardi Gras dates back to 

the 17th century and is an 

official holiday in Louisiana, 

signed into law in 1875. 



 

 

Shepherd the flock of God 
1 Peter 5:2 

 

We look forward to welcoming  

72 First Communicants  

87 Confirmation Candidates 
 

God bless our young people! 
 

 

 

Prayer Chain - On Duty 24/7 
By: Kathie Turk 

Need someone to pray for your 

intention?  

Our Prayer Chain would be honored 

to pray for your needs. The Prayer 

Chain contains a group of over 40 

people who will join in prayer for 

your intention.   

The intentions are kept confidential. 

We use only first names to spread 

the word to the prayer partners to 

begin praying for your request.  We 

can also keep it totally anonymous 

by not using your name if you 

prefer.   

Jesus encourages us to ask for what 

we need and to come together in 

prayer.  Our purpose is to offer 

prayerful support for whatever you 

want to take to the Lord.  So very 

many prayers have been answered!  

No request is too big. 

Contact Kathie Turk at 440-708-6713 

or TurkKM@aol.com or  

Mary Clague at 859-816-3444 or 

EmmeClague@gmail.com 

That Man Is You 
By: Bill Prebel 

It’s 6.a.m.   The coffee is brewing, and the 

smell of donuts is in the air.  Donut 

Sunday?  No, it’s That Man Is You (TMIY)!  

This past autumn a courageous group of 

men braved the elements (and lack of 

sleep) to meet most every Wednesday 

morning at Holy Angels for fellowship and 

faith sharing. 

TMIY commenced on Wednesday 

morning, September 11, 2019.  The starry 

pre-dawn sky was a harbinger of good 

things to come.  Sixty-five men packed 

the Community Room at 6 a.m. for 

breakfast and good conversation!  At 6:30 

a.m. the session was called to order with 

opening prayer.  Some good humor 

provided by moderators Rich Stepnowski 

and Mark Vogley left all feeling 

comfortable, as the group embarked on a 

video series mixing Catholic teaching with 

real-life social commentary. 

Several men commented over the 

following weeks that the real lasting 

impact was the small group table 

discussion after each video lesson.  Most 

men stayed with the same table group 

week to week.  This provided a nice 

opportunity to develop trust within a 

non-judgmental atmosphere.  Others 

attended when they could, given family 

and professional commitments. 

That Man is You! honestly addresses the 

pressures and temptations that men face 

in our modern culture, especially those 

relating to their roles as husbands and 

fathers. The program harmonizes current 

social and medical science with the 

teachings of the Church and the wisdom 

of the saints to develop the vision of man 

fully alive!   

Spring session will start February 26th.  

All men are welcome! Check the parish 

bulletin and website for further details. 
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Church of the Holy Angels 2020 Parish Census and Survey Form 

So much has changed since our parish was founded 25 years ago – from technology to 

community.  Fr. Max and Pastoral Council need your ideas to develop our vision for the future! 

BETTER: Save time and fill out this survey online at www.HolyAngelsChurch.com 

 

What is the best thing about our parish? ____________________________________________ 

 

    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

    ___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

What is the one thing you would most like to see change?  _____________________________ 

 

   ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

How often do you come to Mass and why? __________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

If you are in a ministry (choir, garden, etc.), why are you? ______________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 If you are not in a ministry, why not? ______________________________________________ 

 

  ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 If your children are in the religious education program, how is it going? _________________ 

  

  ___________________________________________________________________________ 
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http://www.holyangelschurch.com/


 

 

 

 

 

How long have you been a parishioner?   __________________________________________ 

 

How many people are in your household? _________________________________________ 

 

How old is the oldest? _________________________________________________________ 

 

How old is the youngest?_______________________________________________________ 

 

How many are children (under 18 years old)? _______________________________________  

 

 

Name of person completing this survey (Required) ___________________________________ 

 

Email is our best way to communicate – please print clearly 

 

Email Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing Address (Required) ______________________________________________________ 

 

Telephone number    cell  __________________________ home ________________________ 

 

How can your time, talent, or treasure enhance our parish? ______________________ 
 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________   

 

Additional Comments: 
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THANK YOU!        Kindly return via US mail or in the church Gathering Area survey box. 



 

 

Stations of the Cross 

now on 

Thursdays 

“We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you… 

Because by your holy cross, you have redeemed the world.” 
Prepared by: Sr. Susan 

 

This refrain may be familiar to many Catholics as the traditional invocation for each of the fourteen 

Stations of the Cross, or The Way of the Cross.    

 

Depictions of these stations – marking events in the passion of Christ – appear on the walls of many 

Catholic churches and chapels. And during the season of Lent parishes encourage praying the Stations of 

the Cross privately or in a common service usually held on Friday evenings.   

 

The roots of this devotion are found in the early Christian practice of retracing the path of Jesus from 

the Garden of Gethsemane to the hill of Calvary. Shrines of the holy places in and around Jerusalem 

were established over time and drew pilgrims inspired by the life and death of Jesus. However, travel to 

the Holy Land is not always possible or feasible. So, ever since the middle ages, churches began erecting 

images devoted to an aspect of the passion, and by the 15th century, the Franciscans had developed a 

devotion they called “stations”. It took a while to fix the number and the names of the stations, but in 

1731 Pope Clement XII established the 14 most commonly known today. 

 

Many places and prayer books add a 15th station for the resurrection of Jesus, completing the story of 

the cross with the victory of life over death. In 1991, Pope John Paul ll introduced a new version of the 

stations in which each of the 14 events presented are based on events actually recorded in Scripture 

rather than on tradition. (For example: there is no account of three falls or of Veronica wiping the face 

of Jesus in the Gospels.)  Thus they are called The Scriptural Way of the Cross. 

 

The wood-carved Stations of the Cross in Mercy Chapel depict the Scriptural Way of the Cross.  Several 

sets of stations booklets are available in Mercy Chapel for private use and parishioners are encouraged to 

stop by and pray the devotion any time the church is open.   

 

Every Thursday during Lent a public praying of the Stations of the Cross will be held in Mercy Chapel at 

7:00 pm.  These will be led by different parish organizations.   

 

Whatever version you choose, praying the Stations of the Cross provides a window into the great 

suffering Christ endured for us and an insight into the even greater love that moved him to endure it.  

Gather to pray this Lent… 

 

February 27  led by the Empty Nesters 

March 5 led by the Couples’ Ministry 

March 12 Way of the Cross through the Eyes of Mary,  

  led by Women at the Well 

         (Come early and share a Soup Supper in the Community Room.) 

March 19 Live Stations in the Worship Space, led by the HAYgroup 

March 26 led by Shoulder to Shoulder Prayer Ministry 

April 2  led by the Men’s Ministry 

 
  

 

Taize Prayer Service 

Thursday, March 5th 

7:30 pm 

A quiet, reflective 

time in candlelight, 

music, and readings. 

 



 

 

 

 

  Church of the Holy Angels 
  18205 Chillicothe Road 

  Chagrin Falls, Ohio 44023 

 

  Address Service Requested 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

Lent and Easter Mass Schedule 

 
 

Ash Wednesday, February 26th 

7 am Mass, 9 am Mass, Noon Prayer Service 

7 pm Mass 
 

Holy Thursday, April 9th  

7 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Good Friday, April 10th  

7 pm Veneration of the Cross and 

Communion Service 
 

Easter Vigil Saturday, April 11th 

8:30 pm Mass 
 

Easter Sunday, April 12th 

8 am Mass 

10 am Mass 

12 pm Mass 
 

 

Parish Census and Survey 
 

Visit us online at 

www.HolyAngelsChurch.com  

under Forms tab to participate in our quick 

parish survey or  

use the form included in this newsletter 

 

Responses accepted through March 31st 

 

Prizes for early responses – see our website 

for details! 

Results compiled and shared in May. 

 

Thank you! 
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